	[image: ]
	

	
	



	
	

	
	



Articles submitted to Microbiology Society journals should be a single file readable by Microsoft Word, using a standard typeface such as Times New Roman or Arial. This file is provided for your convenience: it is not mandatory. If you use the template, remember to delete instructional text in [italics] prior to submission. 
This template applies to:
· Research articles
· BioResource articles and Outbreak Reports in Microbial Genomics
Visit www.microbiologyresearch.org/information-for-authors for further details. 

Standard research template title 
[A concise statement of the contents of your article. A title that emphasises the main conclusions, or poses a question, has more impact than one that just describes the nature of the study.]

Author names
[First name(s) and family name in full, with the author for correspondence clearly indicated. Please include ORCiD information where available.]

Affiliation
[The name and address of the institution(s) where the work was done, and current addresses of authors who have since moved.]

Corresponding author
[The email address for the corresponding author(s).]

Keyword
[Between three and six keywords that will make your article easily searchable.]

Repositories:
[If your article contains new sequence data, please include the accession number(s).]

Abstract 
[The abstract should, if possible, introduce the subject in the first sentence and present the main conclusion in the last sentence. References should not be cited, and any abbreviations used must be defined.]

Impact statement
[Mandatory for Microbial Genomics] 
[This lay summary of your article should be no more than 200 words, and should a) provide a perspective of how this article adds to the literature in the field; b) identify breadth of interest/utility; and c) state the significance of output (incremental or step), in terms of relevance.]

Significance as a BioResource to the community
[Mandatory for Microbial Genomics BioResource articles, in place of the Impact statement] 
[This lay summary of your article should be no more than 200 words, and should a) provide a perspective of how this article adds to the literature in the field; b) identify breadth of interest/utility; and c) state the significance of output (incremental or step), in terms of relevance.]

Outcome
[Mandatory for Microbial Genomics Outbreak Report articles, in place of the Impact statement] 
[This lay summary of your article should be no more than 200 words, and should a) provide a perspective of how this article adds to the literature in the field; b) identify breadth of interest/utility; and c) state the significance of output (incremental or step), in terms of relevance.]

Data summary
[Mandatory for Microbial Genomics, encouraged for all other journals] 
[A section describing all supporting external data including the DOI(s) and/or accession numbers(s), and the associated URL.]

The authors confirm all supporting data, code and protocols have been provided within the article or through supplementary data files.

Introduction
[State the objectives of the work and cite previous relevant work to set the scene. The Introduction should not constitute a full review, but should be sufficiently detailed to allow readers to interpret the rest of the article.]

Methods
[The methods should be comprehensive and provide sufficient detail to allow your work to be repeated. Software used should be consistently cited and its version and parameters included. Indicate the suppliers of chemicals and equipment if this may affect the results; if there are name changes between your work and submission, please ensure this is clearly indicated. We do not need suppliers’ addresses.]

Results
[Please organise your Results section with enough subheadings to allow readers to gain a clear picture of the work. The section should indicate the key questions being addressed, the outcomes of experiments, and any interpretation of these results.]
[To help Editors and reviewers assess the reproducibility of your work, include the number of times your experiment was repeated and the type of result shown (mean, median, representative, etc.). If results are expressed as percentages, the absolute value corresponding to 100% should be stated. Indicate the variability of the results statistically wherever possible; when error terms are given, state the measure of dispersion and the number of observations. Specify the statistical techniques you used, and where necessary either describe the technique or provide a reference.]

Discussion
[Your discussion should not be too long. Compare your results with previous findings without revisiting your results in full, and use subheadings where appropriate to highlight the points under discussion. It may be helpful to list the main conclusions at the end. Where appropriate, you may wish to provide a combined Results and Discussion section.]

Author statements
Authors and contributors
[A section on authorship and contributions using the CRediT taxonomy from CASRAI: https://casrai.org/credit/] 

Conflicts of interest
[You must declare any potential conflicts of interest in the article. A conflict of interest may exist when your interpretation of the results or presentation of information may be influenced by your personal or financial relationship with other people or organisations. If no conflict exists, include the line "The author(s) declare that there are no conflicts of interest".]

Funding information
[Describe in detail the funding sources that supported this work, including the names of funding bodies and grant numbers. Any authors who are associated with specific funding sources should be named. You must also state whether anyone employed by the funders, other than the authors, played any role in the study or in the preparation of the article or decision to publish; these persons need to be named and their role described. If you did not receive funding for the work, include the line "This work received no specific grant from any funding agency".]

Ethical approval
[bookmark: _Hlk31974461][Any experimental work with humans or animals must include a statement that the Ethical Committee of the institution in which the work was done has approved the work. This includes research which uses samples obtained through routine diagnostic procedures or treatments. For human work we also require a statement regarding informed consent.]

Consent for publication
[bookmark: _Hlk31974452][If your article includes details, images, or videos relating to an individual person, you will need to have evidence of written informed consent for the publication of these details, it must be uploaded to the peer review system and a sentence stating that consent was obtained must also be present in the manuscript. Consent for publication must be obtained from the person, or their parent or legal guardian in the case of children under 18. If the person has died, consent for publication must be obtained from their next of kin. You can use our consent form to obtain consent for publication, or a consent form from your own institution or region if appropriate.]
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References
[List your references in Vancouver style, numbered in the order that they appear in the text. All listed references must be cited in the text, tables, or figure legends. If your article is accepted for publication, your reference lists and citations will be reformatted as needed. Ideally, references should include a DOI to facilitate this, and to allow us to create reference links in published articles.]

Figures and tables
[Figures and tables should be broadly comprehensible without reference to the text, and add information to the article.
· Figures and tables should not be used to present results that can be described by a brief statement in the text.
· It is not necessary to repeat detailed descriptions of methods in table or figure legends.
· If you have used abbreviations or icons, please define them in the legend.
· When results are expressed as percentages, the absolute value(s) corresponding to 100% must be stated.
· Indicate the reproducibility of results.
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