







1887







 


	




 











	




	




	






	
Publications




	
Microbiology

	
Journal of General Virology

	
Journal of Medical Microbiology

	
Microbial Genomics

	
International Journal of Systematic and Evolutionary Microbiology

	
Access Microbiology, an open research platform

	
JMM Case Reports

	
Browse Collections




	
About us




	
The Microbiology Society

	
Why publish?

	
Joining our Editorial Boards




	
Information for authors




	
Article types

	
Prepare an article

	
Submission and peer review

	
Post-acceptance and publication

	
Open Access costs

	
Fee-free Open Access

	
Ethics policies

	
Impact and metrics




	
Information for librarians




	
Licensing and access options

	
Licence agreements

	
Manage your subscription

	
Publish and Read

	
List of Publish and Read institutions

	
Library FAQs

	
Resources for librarians




	
Information for reviewers




	
Review with us

	
Guidleines for reviewers




	
Open Access




	
Publish Open Access in our journals

	
Open Access costs

	
Publish and Read

	
Open Access reporting

	
Publish and Read FAQ




	
Publishing Fundamentals

	
 FAQs

	
Contact us









	

Publications


	
Microbiology

	
Journal of General Virology

	
Journal of Medical Microbiology

	
Microbial Genomics

	
International Journal of Systematic and Evolutionary Microbiology

	
Access Microbiology, an open research platform

	
JMM Case Reports

	
Browse Collections




	

Information for authors


	
Article types

	
Prepare an article

	
Submission and peer review

	
Post-acceptance and publication

	
Open Access costs

	
Fee-free Open Access

	
Ethics policies

	
Impact and metrics




	

Microbiology Society





 

 





Toggle navigation
Tools 

 

















Volume 2, Issue 4





Case Report

 
Open Access





Prepatellar bursitis: a rare manifestation of chronic brucellosis



	
Damian P. C. Mawer1, P. Hugh McGann2, Jonathan A. T. Sandoe1,3, Mark Emerton4, Nicholas J. Beeching5,6,7 and Mark H. Wilcox1,3

	





View Affiliations





Hide Affiliations






Affiliations:



1
Department of Microbiology, Leeds General Infirmary, Old Medical School, Thoresby Place, Leeds LS1 3EX, UK



2
Department of Infection and Travel Medicine, St James's University Hospital, Beckett Street, Leeds LS9 7TF, UK



3
Leeds Institute of Biomedical and Clinical Sciences, University of Leeds, Old Medical School, Thoresby Place, Leeds LS1 3EX, UK



4
Department of Orthopaedics, Chapel Allerton Hospital, Chapeltown Rd, Leeds LS7 4SA, UK



5
Tropical and Infectious Disease Unit, Royal Liverpool University Hospital, Prescot Street, Liverpool L7 8XP, UK



6
National Institute of Health Research Health Protection Research Unit in Emerging and Zoonotic Infections, Liverpool, UK



7
Liverpool School of Tropical Medicine, Pembroke Place, Liverpool L3 5QA, UK





Correspondence Jonathan A. T. Sandoe [email protected] 













	
 
Published:

01 August 2015


https://doi.org/10.1099/jmmcr.0.000071









	
info 
Info 
	






Article information 



	







Full-Text 




	




Figures and Tables 




	







References 
(24)




	







Cited By 




	




Supplementary Material 




	




Metrics 





 

	

list
Sections







	

chrome_reader_mode 
Side by side view


	

Access full text
Article






PDF 








	
build Tools




 Tools




	



Add to my favourites


 

	


Export citation 

	
BibTEX

	
Endnote

	
Zotero

	
Medlars

	
RefWorks

	
Mendeley




	

Recommend to library

	

Reprints & Permissions

	








 

	
share  Share



 Share











 





 




Abstract



Introduction:
Bursitis is a rare complication of brucellosis that has only once been described in a country where disease has been eradicated in domestic animals.




Case Presentation:
A 63-year-old diabetic man presented with an 11-year history of painless swelling over his right knee. Magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) showed a large, multiloculated cyst overlying the knee joint. The patient underwent bursectomy which revealed caseous necrosis. Operative samples cultured Brucella abortus. The patient was treated with a combination of surgery and antimicrobials (doxycycline, rifampicin and gentamicin). His only risk factor for acquiring Brucella was drinking unpasteurized milk during childhood. Fifty eight cases of Brucella bursitis have been described in the English-language medical literature. Half have involved the prepatellar bursa. Only one case, from Australia, occurred in a country that has eradicated brucellosis in domestic animals. Although symptoms are often prolonged, local features of inflammation are usually absent. Diagnosis is primarily by bursal fluid culture. Treatment involves antimicrobials with or without aspiration or excision of the bursa. As the diagnosis was unexpected, several laboratory workers were exposed to the Brucella isolate before its identification. Follow up according to UK guidelines revealed no cases of occupationally acquired infection.




Conclusion:
Bursitis is an unusual manifestation of brucellosis. It is extremely rare outside countries where the infection is endemic, but the chronicity of symptoms and increase in global travel mean that patients with the condition may present in non-endemic settings. Clinicians should therefore consider the diagnosis in cases of unexplained chronic bursitis.
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