







1887







 


	




 











	




	




	






	
Publications




	
Microbiology

	
Journal of General Virology

	
Journal of Medical Microbiology

	
Microbial Genomics

	
International Journal of Systematic and Evolutionary Microbiology

	
Access Microbiology, an open research platform

	
JMM Case Reports

	
Browse Collections




	
About us




	
The Microbiology Society

	
Why publish?

	
Joining our Editorial Boards




	
Information for authors




	
Article types

	
Prepare an article

	
Submission and peer review

	
Post-acceptance and publication

	
Open Access costs

	
Fee-free Open Access

	
Ethics policies

	
Impact and metrics




	
Information for librarians




	
Licensing and access options

	
Licence agreements

	
Manage your subscription

	
Publish and Read

	
List of Publish and Read institutions

	
Library FAQs

	
Resources for librarians




	
Information for reviewers




	
Review with us

	
Guidleines for reviewers




	
Open Access




	
Publish Open Access in our journals

	
Open Access costs

	
Publish and Read

	
Open Access reporting

	
Publish and Read FAQ




	
Publishing Fundamentals

	
 FAQs

	
Contact us









	

Publications


	
Microbiology

	
Journal of General Virology

	
Journal of Medical Microbiology

	
Microbial Genomics

	
International Journal of Systematic and Evolutionary Microbiology

	
Access Microbiology, an open research platform

	
JMM Case Reports

	
Browse Collections




	

Information for authors


	
Article types

	
Prepare an article

	
Submission and peer review

	
Post-acceptance and publication

	
Open Access costs

	
Fee-free Open Access

	
Ethics policies

	
Impact and metrics




	

Microbiology Society





 

 





Toggle navigation
Tools 

 

















Volume 48, Issue 9





Review Article

 
Free





Erysipelothrix rhusiopathiae: bacteriology, epidemiology and clinical manifestations of an occupational pathogen



	
C. Josephine Brooke1 and Thomas V. Riley2

	





View Affiliations





Hide Affiliations






Affiliations:



1
Department of Microbiology, University of Western Australia



2
Division of Microbiology and Infectious Diseases, Western Australian Centre for Pathology and Medical Research, Nedlands 6009 WA, Australia





1Corresponding author: Professor T. V. Riley (e-mail: [email protected]). 












	
 
Published:

01 September 1999


https://doi.org/10.1099/00222615-48-9-789









	
info 
Info 
	






Article information 



	







Full-Text 




	




Figures and Tables 




	







References 




	







Cited By 
(219)




	




Supplementary Material 




	




Metrics 





 

	

list
Sections







	

Access full text
Article






PDF 








	
build Tools




 Tools




	



Add to my favourites


 

	


 Create Publication Alert





 Create Citation Alert





 Create Correction Alert




	


Export citation 

	
BibTEX

	
Endnote

	
Zotero

	
Medlars

	
RefWorks

	
Mendeley




	

Recommend to library

	

Reprints & Permissions

	








 

	
share  Share



 Share











 





 




Abstract


Summary

Erysipelothrix rhusiopathiae has been recognised as a cause of infection in animals and man since the late 1880s. It is the aetiological agent of swine erysipelas, and also causes economically important diseases in turkeys, chickens, ducks and emus, and other farmed animals such as sheep. The organism has the ability to persist for long periods in the environment and survive in marine locations. Infection in man is occupationally related, occurring principally as a result of contact with animals, their products or wastes. Human infection can take one of three forms: a mild cutaneous infection known as erysipeloid, a diffuse cutaneous form and a serious although rare systemic complication with septicaemia and endocarditis. While it has been suggested that the incidence of human infection could be declining because of technological advances in animal industries, infection still occurs in specific environments. Furthermore, infection by the organism may be under-diagnosed because of the resemblance it bears to other infections and the problems that may be encountered in isolation and identification. Diagnosis of erysipeloid can be difficult if not recognised clinically, as culture is lengthy and the organism resides deep in the skin. There have been recent advances in molecular approaches to diagnosis and in understanding of Erysipelothrix taxonomy and pathogenesis. Two PCR assays have been described for the diagnosis of swine erysipelas, one of which has been applied successfully to human samples. Treatment by oral and intramuscular penicillin is effective. However, containment and control procedures are far more effective ways to reduce infection in both man and animals.
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